Stem Cell Research Writing Assignment

You are a famous scientist doing crucial work in your lab that requires the use of Embryonic Stem Cells.  Due to your brilliant mind, quick wit, charming personality and devilish good looks your colleagues have asked you to spearhead a letter writing campaign to the President arguing for funding and availability of embryonic stem cells.  

Your letter should include the following points:

· The unique properties make stem cells important for research (at least 2)

· The major differences between adult and embryonic stem cells (at least 2)

· Current sources of embryonic stem cells (at least 2)

· How you would or could use embryonic stem cells in the scientific community (at least 2 examples)

· Global opinions that support your use of embryonic stem cell use (at least 2)

Your letter should be a polished, persuasive, and respectful argument in an appropriate professional format.  You must include any references you used at the bottom of your letter in MLA format.

- OR -

You are a famous scientist doing crucial work in your lab that uses ONLY Adult Stem Cells, you believe that Embryonic Stem Cells are an unnecessary loss of life in the scientific research community.  You have been asked to write a speech for a group of UMASS college science students that reflects your opinion and persuades others that Adult Stem Cells have just as much scientific value as Embryonic Stem Cells.

Your speech should include the following points:

· The unique properties make stem cells important for research (at least 2)

· The major differences between adult and embryonic stem cells (at least 2)

· Current sources of adult stem cells (at least 2)

· How you would or could use adult stem cells in the scientific community (at least 2 examples)

-    Global opinions that support your use of adult stem cell use (at least 2)

Your speech should be a polished, persuasive, and respectful explanation of your opinion.  Remember your audience has some science background so you will only need to explain things minimally, focus on your argument and its supportive examples.  You must include any references you used at the bottom of your speech in MLA format.

Additional Resources for your use:

· your textbook Ch. 13.1

· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/sciencenow/3302/06.html
· http://www.stemcellresearch.org
· http://stemcells.nih.gov/info/basics/basics7.asp
· http://stemcelss.nih.gov/info/scireport/2006report.htm
Guidelines for Successful Completion of this Assignment

1. Cover each of the requirements listed above.

2. Use all the information gathered to develop your opinion and support it by evidence and/or examples.

3. Check each paragraph for proper use of language (grammar, spelling etc)

4. Check for overall clarity and organization – ensure that the paragraphs are logical, and that they have a clear topic and flow smoothly.

5. Revisit the rubric below to ensure that you have completed the task and met all criteria.

6. Type, spell-check and proofread your paper! 

7. Cite ALL sources using MLA format

8. Avoid any kind of plagiarism

Grading Rubric

Unique properties of all stem cells (at least 2) – 10 pts 

Differences between adult and embryonic stem cells (at least 2) – 10 pts 

Current sources of embryonic/adult stem cells (at least 2) - 10 pts 

The potential uses of human stem cells in the scientific community (at least 2) – 10 pts
Global opinions that support your use of embryonic/adult stem cell use (at least 2) - 10 pts
You opinion is supported by evidence and/or examples – 10 pts
Your letter/speech is written in proper professional format - 5 pts
Your letter/speech is persuasive and written in a clear, concise manner - 5 pts
References in MLA format – 5 pts

TOTAL: 75 points
